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It is sometimes suggested that the decline in employment is partly
attributable to the reduction of the arable acreage in the Survey Area.
For it is a widely held view that the transference of land from arable
to pasture means a heavy decline in the kbour requirements. Be-
tween 1871 and 191 1 the decline in the arable acreage in Engknd and
Wales was sufficient to warrant a reduction of 16 per cent, in labour
requirements; between 1911 and 1935 there was a further drop of
4 per cent. During the same periods, however, the labour require-
ments for looking after the increased number of stock rose by 23 per
cent, and 12 per cent, respectively,1 an increase which more than
counterbalanced the lessened requirements for the cultivation of the
land. Had there been no change in the methods of using labour, the
changes in output and numbers which occurred would have necessi-
tated a 5 per cent, increase in the labour force between 1871 and
1911, and a further 6 per cent, increase between 1911 and 1933. It is
therefore unsafe to assume that the mere laying down of arable knd
to grass causes, in itself, a reduction in kbour.

In Oxfordshire the estimated total change in the demand for
kbour, brought about by the changes in acreage and numbers, was a
decline of 6 per cent, between 1871 and 1911, and a further decline of
8 per cent, between 1911 and 1933. 2 In the Survey Area, assuming no
change in production efficiency, the amount of kbour required to
cultivate the changed acreage of crops and grass declined by 24 per
cent, between 1923 and 1933, while the requirements for stock rose
by 19 per cent., giving a net increase in kbour requirements of i per
cent.3 The fact that the actual amount of labour employed in the Area
fell by 25 per cent, during these ten years, coupled with a probable
reduction in the number of hours worked, suggests a very extensive
increase in the efficiency of farming. There cannot be many indus-
tries which achieved such a reduction with an apparent maintenance
of output.

Conclusion.

For the most part, the fortunes of agriculture in the Survey Area are
dependent on the same influences which govern the fortunes of
British agriculture as a whole, and the farmers of the Area have, in

1 These calculations are based on figures in Long, H. W., and McCann, N. F.,
Requirements of Crops and Stock in the South West* January 1934, Scale Hayne Agricultural
College, Newton Abbot, Devon, Pamphlet No. 41.
z In the latter period a fall of 12 per cent, between 1911 and 1925 more tban counter-
balanced a rise of 5 per cent* between 1923 and 1933.
3 For England and Wales the corresponding figures were : no change for crops and
grass, and a 12 per cent increase for live stock, giving, on balance, a 10 per cent, increase*